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magnam quam dinumerare nemo potest ex omnibus genti-
bus; 1 see at the South and at the West a great num-
ber of Tribes that cultivate the land and that are
entirely sedentary, but have never heard of Jesus
Christ; the door to all these peoples has been shut
against us by the Hiroquois. In all these vast tracts
there are only the Hurons, and some other neighbor-
ing Tribes, to whom we have carried the good news
of the Gospel; but then we are obliged to approach
them by horrible roads and long detours, and in con-
tinual danger of being boiled or roasted and then
eagerly devoured by the wretched Hiroquois. We
[212] do not lose courage on account of this; we
believe that God will make a light in this darkness,
and that some powerful Spirit will open the door to
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in these vast regions, and
that old France will save the life of the New, which
is going to be lost, unless it be vigorously and speed-
ily succored; the trade of these Gentlemen, the
French Colony, and the Religion which is beginning
to flourish among the Savages, will be subverted, if
the Hiroquois be not overcome. Fifty Hiroquois are
capable of making two hundred Frenchmen leave the
country,—mnot if they fought unflinchingly, for in
‘that case fifty Frenchmen would rout five hundred
Hiroquois, if the Dutch did not give them firearms.
If these Barbarians become enraged at our French-
men, they will never let them sleep soundly; a Hiro-
quois will remain for two or three days without food
behind a stump, fifty paces from your house, in
order to slay the first person who shall fall into his
ambush. If he be discovered, the forest serves him
for an asylum; where a Frenchman would find only
hindrance, a Savage will bound as lightly as a deer.



